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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Leblang 
(US Patent 5,574,898). 

With respect to independent claim 1 , Leblang teaches: 
A method comprising: 

Identifying data in a first version object base; and, (Column 7 Lines 25-28, 
discloses identifying the versions of an object stored in the object base) 

Copying the data to a second version object base, (Column 7 Lines 36-29, 
discloses creating a sub-branch with a second version of an object) wherein said act 
of copying comprises, at least in part, establishing a hard-link in the second 
version object base which corresponds to a hard-link in the first version object 
base. (Column 7 Lines 46-49, discloses that the copied object will access the same 
data as the original object) 



With respect to claim 2, Leblang teaches: 
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Identifying a first element in the first version object base, the first element 
being associated with a first unique identification number. (Column 7 Lines 27-28, 
discloses identifying the version with a unique number) 

With respect to claim 3, Leblang teaches: 

Creating a second element having a second unique identification number 
but otherwise being identical to the first element. (Column 7 Lines 46-49, discloses 
creating a second version of the first object that will have a unique identifier) 

With respect to claim 4, Leblang teaches: 

Creating a second element in a first sub-directory of the second version 
object base which corresponds to the first element in the first version object 
base. (Column 7 Lines 46-49, discloses creating a second version of the first object in a 
sub-branch (sub directory)) 

With respect to claim 5, Leblang teaches: 

Obtaining a path to the second element in the second version object base 
via the unique identification number of the first element in the first version object 
base. (Column 7 Lines 46-50, discloses that the second version will access the same 
data as the first and that this will be done by using their version numbers) 



With respect to claim 6, Leblang teaches: 
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Obtaining a path to the second element in a first sub-directory of the 
second version object base from a second sub-directory of the second version 
object base. (Column 7 Lines 55-61 , discloses that the path of the second version will 
include its version identifier and the first version's identifier) 

With respect to claim 7, Leblang teaches: 

Checking-out a parent directory of the first sub-directory of the second 
version object base in which the second element resides; (Column 13 Lines 16-20, 
discloses checking out an element so that it can be modified) 

Moving the second element to a second sub-directory of the second 
version object base; and (Column 7 Lines 46-49, discloses creating a second version 
of the first object in a sub-branch (sub directory)) 

unchecking-out the parent directory. (Column 7 Lines 65) 

With respect to claim 8, Leblang teaches: 

Moving the second element to a second sub-directory of the second 
version object base; (Column 7 Lines 46-49, discloses creating a second version of 
the first object in a sub-branch (sub directory)) 

Setting a flag in the second sub-directory; (Column 7 Lines 46-50, discloses 
setting the identification number for each version) 

Checking-in a latest version of the second sub-directory; (Column 7 Lines 

65) 
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Checking-out the latest version of the second sub-directory; (Column 13 
Lines 16-20) 

Moving the second element back to the first sub-directory of the second 
version object base; and, unchecking-out the latest version of the second sub- 
directory. (Column 7 Lines 36-40, discloses that the sub-branch version would be used 
to work on bug fixing etc. Therefore when that is done the version will be copied to the 
original version) 

With respect to claim 9, Leblang teaches: 

Setting the flag in an object representing the second subdirectory. (Column 
7 Lines 46-50, discloses setting the identification number for each version) 

With respect to independent claim 10, Leblang teaches: 
A method comprising: 

Walking a source version object base; and (Column 7 Lines 36-56, discloses 
that a user has to go (walk) through the version object database before creating a 
subbranch) 

Maintaining state and access to elements that appear to have been 
removed from the source version object base. (Column 7 Lines 46-49, discloses that 
the copied object will access the same data as the original object) 



With respect to claim 1 1 , Leblang teaches: 
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Maintaining state and access to elements that appear to have been 
removed from versions of directories of the source version object base. (Column 7 
Lines 46-49, discloses that the copied object will access the same data as the original 
object) 

With respect to claim 12, Leblang teaches: 

Copying data to a target version object base from the source version 
object base. (Column 7 Lines 36-29, discloses creating a sub-branch with a second 
version of an object) 

With respect to claim 13, Leblang teaches: 

Establishing a link between a first parent directory of a target version 
object base and a second offspring directory of the target version object base. 

(Column 7 Lines 46-49, discloses that the copied object which is a subbranch will 
access the same data as the original object) 

With respect to claim 14, Leblang teaches: 

Copying data associated with a unique identification number. (Column 7 
Lines 46-49, discloses creating a second version of the first object that will have a 
unique identifier) 



With respect to claim 15, Leblang teaches: 
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Upon encountering a first occurrence of the data associated with a specific 
unique identification number, (Column 7 Lines 27-28, discloses identifying the 
version with a unique number) copying the data in the second version object 
base, (Column 7 Lines 36-29, discloses creating a sub-branch with a second version of 
an object) and upon subsequently encountering the data, creating a link to first 
occurrence. (Column 7 Lines 46-49, discloses that the copied object will access the 
same data as the original object) 

With respect to claim 16, Leblang teaches: 
A method comprising: 

Obtaining a path to an element in a target version object base via 
an element identification number associated with the element; (Column 7 Lines 55- 
61, discloses that the path of the second version will include its version identifier and the 
first version's identifier) 

Checking-out a parent directory of the element; (Column 13 Lines 16-20, 
discloses checking out an element so that it can be modified) 

Moving the element from a first subdirectory to a second subdirectory; 
and, (Column 7 Lines 46-49, discloses creating a second version of the first object in a 
sub-branch (sub directory)) 

unchecking-out the parent directory. (Column 7 Lines 65) 



With respect to claim 17, Leblang teaches: 
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Moving the element to a second sub directory comprising a temporary 
holding subdirectory. (Column 12 Lines 6-15, discloses a subdirectory in which the 
version changes are stored until they are ready) 

With respect to claim 18, Leblang teaches: 

Moving the element to a second sub-directory comprising lost+found 
subdirectory. (Column 12 Lines 6-15, discloses a subdirectory in which the version 
changes are stored until they are ready) 

With respect to independent claim 19, Leblang teaches: 
A method comprising: 

Walking a source version object base; and, (Column 7 Lines 36-56, discloses 
that a user has to go (walk) through the version object database before creating a 
subbranch) 

Recreating elements of the source version object base in a target version 
object base, wherein said recreating comprises, at least in part, establishing 
hard-links in the target VOB. (Column 7 Lines 46-49, discloses that the copied object 
will access the same data as the original object) 



With respect to claim 20, Leblang teaches: 
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Forming multiple version object base sub-directories in the target version 
object base. (Column 7 Lines 46-49, discloses creating a second version of the first 
object in a sub-branch (sub directory)) 

With respect to claim 21 , Leblang teaches: 

Compiling a translation table of element identification numbers in the 
target version object base which correspond to element identification number in 
the source version object base. (Column 7 Lines 27-28, discloses identifying the 
version with a unique number and accessing the versions based on said number) 

With respect to independent claim 22, Leblang teaches: 
A processing system comprising: 

A first data storage media configured to store data associated with 
a first version object base; (Column 6 Lines 12-13) 

A second data storage media configured to store data associated 
with a second version object base; and, (Column 6 Lines 12-13) 

An application program configured to copy data from the first 
version object base to the second version object base (Column 7 Lines 36-29, 
discloses creating a sub-branch with a second version of an object) and to cause at 
least some of the data associated with the second version object base to 
be stored in a temporary holding directory to maintain state and access to the 
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data. (Column 12 Lines 6-15, discloses a subdirectory in which the version changes are 
stored until they are ready) 

With respect to claim 23, Leblang teaches: 

The first data storage media and the second data storage media comprise 
two different data storage media. (Column 6 Lines 14-22, discloses that there will be 
a plurality of databases in which the VOBs will be stored) 

With respect to claim 24, Leblang teaches: 

The temporary holding directory comprises a lost + found directory. 

(Column 12 Lines 6-15, discloses a subdirectory in which the version changes are 
stored until they are ready) 

With respect to claim 25, Leblang teaches: 

Configured to form a hard-link in the second version object base which 
corresponds to a hard-link in the first version object base by accessing data in 
the temporary holding directory. (Column 7 Lines 46-49, discloses that the copied 
object will access the same data as the original object) 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mariela D. Reyes whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1006. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 7:30- 5:00 East time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on (571) 272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 2167 
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Primary Examiner 
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